The Mola Mola Classroom Syllabus & Activity Guide:
📘 
Grades 1–4 | Teacher & Student Friendly

🧠 1. Reading Comprehension Activities
✅ General Comprehension (All Grades)
Discussion Questions
· Who is Fraser?
· Where does the story take place?
· What job does Fraser’s father do?
· What happens to Fraser in the ocean?
· How does the mola mola help Fraser?

📖 Grade-Leveled Questions
🟢 Grade 1
· Who saves Fraser?
· How does Fraser feel when he is in danger?
· Is the mola mola kind or scary? Why?
🔵 Grade 2
· Why was Fraser on the boat with his father?
· What mistake did Fraser make with the rope?
· How do you think Fraser felt when he climbed onto the mola mola?
🟣 Grade 3
· What clues show that the mola mola meant no harm?
· Why do you think the mola mola stayed still for Fraser?
· How did this experience change Fraser’s life?
🟠 Grade 4
· What is the message or lesson of the story?
· Why do you think the author included the “Mola Facts” section?
· How does the story show respect for nature and animals?

🧾 2. Sequencing & Story Structure
✂️ Cut-and-Order Activity
Have students put these events in order:
1. Fraser goes fishing for the first time
2. Fraser sees the mola mola
3. Fraser falls into the ocean
4. Fraser climbs onto the mola
5. Fraser’s father rescues him
6. Fraser grows up and tells the story
✅ Extension (Grades 3–4):
Label Beginning – Middle – End and explain why each event belongs there.

✍️ 3. Writing Activities
📝 Guided Writing Prompts
Grade 1
· “My favorite part of the story is…”
· “The mola mola is special because…”
Grade 2
· “If I met a mola mola, I would…”
· “Fraser was brave when…”
Grade 3
· “Write a letter from Fraser to the mola mola.”
· “How did Fraser change from the beginning to the end?”
Grade 4
· “Write a diary entry from Fraser after the rescue.”
· “Explain how this story teaches us to protect animals.”

🎨 4. Art & Creative Expression
🖍️ Visual Activities
· Draw Fraser on the mola mola
· Draw the mola mola under the ocean
· Illustrate your favorite scene
🎭 Drama & Imagination
· Act out the rescue scene (teacher-narrated)
· Freeze-frame scenes:
At sea / In danger / Being rescued
✅ Differentiation:
Some students act; others draw or narrate.

🧠 5. Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)
💬 Discussion Prompts
· How did Fraser stay calm when he was scared?
· Who helps you when you are afraid?
· Why is it important to treat animals kindly?
· How do Fraser and the mola trust each other?
❤️ Feelings Chart
Match emotions to story moments:
· Excited
· Scared
· Hopeful
· Thankful

🔤 6. Vocabulary Development
📚 Suggested Vocabulary
· Fisherman
· Buoy
· Gaff
· Current
· Docile
· Gratitude
· Protect
Activities
· Draw the word
· Act out the word
· Use it in a sentence
· Match word to meaning

🔬 7. Cross-Curricular Connections
🧪 Science
· Learn about ocean animals
· Compare mola mola vs. lobster
· Discuss animal habitats
🌍 Environmental Studies
· Why plastic is dangerous to ocean life
· How people can protect sea animals
➗ Simple Math (Grades 2–4)
· Count how many traps Fraser checked
· Compare mola mola weight vs. people
· Measure and estimate sizes

👩‍🏫 8. Teacher Extensions & Assessment
✅ Assessment Ideas
· Oral retelling
· Drawing with explanation
· Short written response
· Role-play reflection
⭐ Early Finisher Activities
· Create a “Protect the Ocean” poster
· Write 3 mola mola facts
· Invent a new sea animal friend

🌊 Closing Class Reflection
Prompt:
“What can we do to be kind to animals and nature like Fraser?”


